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REPORT THE UXO HAZARD

As discussed in Chapter 1, UXO hazards on the battlefield have
an enormous affect on command and control decisions for battle
planning. The location of these hazards is vital to the command
and control elements when projecting movement and support of
combat units. UXO hazards also have a direct impact on the
combat capabilities of any element that encounters them. To
assist commanders, an effective UXO reporting system must be
in place and maintained to allow commanders to concentrate
EOD and engineer assets according to priorities and battle plans.

UXO SPOT REPORT

The UXO spot report is a detailed, swift, two-way reporting sys-
tem that makes clear where the UXO hazard areas are, what their
priorities are, and which units are affected by them. The report is
used to request help in handling a UXO hazard that is beyond a
unit’s ability to handle and that affects the unit’s mission. This
report helps the commander set priorities based on the battlefield
situation.

The UXO spot report is the first-echelon report that is sent when
a UXO is encountered. Information about this report is also found
in GTA 9-12-1 and in the supplemental information section of the
signal operating instructions (SOI), where it is just behind the
request for medical evacuation (MEDEVAC). The report consists
of nine lines. The information must be sent by the fastest means
available and the required information provided in the following
order:

Line 1.

Line 2.

Date-Time Group: DTG item was discovered.

Reporting Activity (unit identification code [UIC] ) and
location (grid of UXO).
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Line 3. Contact Method: Radio frequency, call sign, point of
contact (POC ), and telephone number.
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Line 4. Type of Ordnance: Dropped, projected, placed, or
thrown. If available, supply the subgroup. Give the num-
ber of items, if more than one.

Line 5. NBC Contamination: Be as specific as possible.

Line 6. Resources Threatened: Report any equipment, facilities,
or other assets that are threatened.

Line 7. Impact on Mission: Provide a short description of your
current tactical situation and how the presence of the
UXO affects your status.

Line 8. Protective Measures: Describe any measures you have
taken to protect personnel and equipment.

Line 9. Recommended Priority: Recommend a priority for
response by EOD technicians or engineers.

Priority Basis

Immediate Stops the unit’s maneuver and mission capa-
bility or threatens critical assets vital to the
mission.

Indirect Slows the unit’s maneuver and mission capa-
bility or threatens critical assets important to
the mission.

Minor Reduces the unit’s maneuver and mission
capability or threatens noncritical assets of
value.

No Threat Has little or no affect on the unit’s capabili-
ties or assets.

The priority you request must correspond with the tactical situ-
ation you described on Line 7 of the report (Impact on Mission).
Remember, these priorities refer only to the UXO impact on your



current mission. A priority of Minor or No Threat does not mean
that the UXO is not dangerous.

PRIORITIZING THE SPOT REPORT

The UXO spot report is forwarded through your chain of com-
mand. Each commander in the chain who receives/reviews the
report may change the priority to reflect the current tactical situa-
tion or projected battle plans. It is the responsibility of each
commander in the chain to ensure that UXO spot reports are for-
warded through command channels and that the proper priority is
set for each report.

If a higher-level commander in the chain changes a priority, all
subordinate commanders, especially the commander of the report-
ing unit, must be told. Commanders must keep the following in
mind: even though they may lower a priority, the reporting unit
must be able to continue its mission until help comes. In addition
to the priority status, all commanders need to be kept informed of
the status of each UXO hazard in their area.

The final priority is determined by the reporting unit’s higher
headquarters that is supported by EOD or engineer units. Based on
mission, enemy, terrain, troops, and time available (METT-T),
EOD or engineer teams are dispatched to respond to the hazard.
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